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May 28, 2025
The JCC calls for inclusivity and respect

The Jamaica Council of Churches (JCC) notes the importance of inclusive and peaceful
messages on our various political platforms, especially in a year when our national
elections are constitutionally due. We recognize that parliamentarians are duty bound to
protect the rights of all citizens. One of those basic rights is the right to life.

The JCC also observes that any use of divisive material to include the offensive song
allegedly requested by Minister Daryl Vaz, departs from the ideals of Vision 2030
Jamaica, National Development Plan. We support the call for a public apology.

We also bemoan the report of alleged untoward conduct of Dr. Alfred Dawes, that was
cited in a recent radio newscast. We acknowledge that the matter has been formally
reported to the Office of the Political Ombudsman (OPO) and look forward to the due
process that will address this matter. Notwithstanding, we decry all forms of political
misconduct and call on our political parties to rein in their members in the up-coming
election campaign.

We continue to call on all our fellow citizens to continue in prayer, “Teach us true
respect for all, Stir response to duty’s call, strengthen us the weak to cherish, Give us
vision lest we perish...” Our National Motto, “Out of Many, One People,” calls on us to
respect, celebrate, and protect diversity — a true image of the family of God across the
world. May we stand for justice, peace, and unity for a stronger Jamaica, land and people
we love.
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